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Transit of Venus


December 6th, 1882 was the last transit of the planet Venus across the Sun. It takes place over hundreds of years and is truly a scientific phenomenon. 

A legend is a story from the past about a subject that was, or is believed to have been, historical. Legends concern people, places, and events. A legend is always associated with a particular place and a particular time in history. 
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Each storyteller breathes a different life into a story. The storyteller is always making choices; where to begin, where to end, where to add a dash of humor or a sprinkling of suspense. 

For this mission, you will put on your creative cap and be the storyteller. Write a short legend on the Transit of Venus explaining why you think it happens.


Let’s get started!

http://sunearth.gsfc.nasa.gov/sunearthday/2004/vt_edu2004_venus_bookmark.htm
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These web sites will help you collect the information you will need to learn more about the Venus Transit 2004.

stars5.netfirms.com/tranve.htm
Sun-Earth Connection Education Forum 

Archived Web Cast from March 19
http://planetquest1.jpl.nasa.gov/venus_transit.cfm
Venus
http://www.jsd.k12.ak.us/ab/el/planets/venus.html
NASA – Ask the Space Scientist

http://image.gsfc.nasa.gov/poetry/venus/TransitFAQs.html


Venus Transit 2004

http://www.vt-2004.org/Kids/


Venus Transit – Sun Earth Day

http://sunearth.gsfc.nasa.gov/sunearthday/2004/vt_edu2004_venus_back_his.htm


Transit of Venus – FAQ

http://www.transitofvenus.org/faq.htm


Planet OZ Kids ~ Legends to Explore (created by kids)

http://www.planetozkids.com/oban/legends.htm
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Step 1 Now it’s time to learn about legends… 
Choose 2 legends from the “Animal, Myths and Legends” site http://www.planetozkids.com/oban/legends.htm. 

Fill in the following chart.

	Legend Title
	Characters  Who is this story about?
	Setting 
Where and when did this story take place?
	Is this story significant to a particular culture?  Which one?
	What concept or idea does this legend explain?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Start the writing process by brainstorming a “legend idea” to explain the Venus Transit phenomenon. 


Answer the following questions to help plan your legend:

1. What is the title of your legend?

2. What will your legend be about? That’s easy…Venus Transit : )

3. Characters. Who will your story be about?

4. Setting. Where and when will your story take place?

5. Plot. What problem will your characters encounter?

6. Events. What will happen as your character tries to solve the problem?

7. Solution. How will the problem be solved?

Step 2 Use the web sites in Resources to research the planet Venus and the Transit of Venus. 
What is the Transit of Venus? Why is this important? How does it affect me?
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Prepare the final copy of your legend using a word processor 

(e.g. Microsoft Word).


Write a beginning, middle, and an end to your story. 

Answer the 5 W’s: who, what, where, when and why. 

Your legend should be a maximum of one page. 


Experiment with the layout, font style, color and size.

Include graphics found on the Internet or draw your own to accompany your legend.

Remember to reference all of your research.
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Pre-writing process in Steps    / 40
Final Project ~ PowerPoint Presentation Rubric /24

Final Project Rubric

	Criteria
	Level 1
0 points
	Level 2
2 points
	Level 3
4 points
	Level 4
6 points

	Content


	Information incomplete
	Information somewhat complete
	Information complete
	Information complete and thorough

	References properly cited


	References are not cited
	References are cited but incorrect or incomplete
	References are cited
	References are cited, correct and compete 

	Word Processing Skills (fonts and colors are easy-to-read, point size varies appropriately, use of italics, bold, and indentations enhances readability) 
	Word Processing skills do not demonstrate understand-ing
	Word Processing skills demonstrate some understand-ing
	Word Processing skills demonstrate understand-ing
	Word Processing skills clearly demonstrate understanding 

	Writing Mechanics

	Errors in spelling, capitalization, punctuation, usage and grammar repeatedly distract the reader and major editing and revision is required
	Spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors distract or impair readability
	The text is clearly written with little or no editing required for grammar, punctuation, and spelling


	The text is written with no errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling




Additional Project Comments and Feedback:

Total Project:                    /64
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stars5.netfirms.com/tranve.htm
If you are lucky enough to witness the planet Venus passing in front of the Sun, realize that you are sharing this experience with many people around the world and people throughout history. 

If you are not fortunate enough to see the transit from your location, try logging onto the Internet to be a part of the fun.

Share your Venus myth with your classmates. 
Why not bring your myth to life by acting your story out?

If you miss it this time remember to tune in again in 2012!
 

Venus Transit – Legends
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_1138023357.bin

